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HIROSHIMA 

Hiroshima (広島) is the principal city of the Chugoku 
Region and home to over a million inhabitants.

When the first atomic bomb was dropped over 
Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, the city became known 
worldwide for this unenviable distinction. The 
destructive power of the bomb was tremendous and 
obliterated nearly everything within a two kilometer 
radius.

After the war, great efforts were taken to rebuild the city. 
Predictions that the city would be uninhabitable proved 
false. Destroyed monuments of Hiroshima's historical 
heritage, like Hiroshima Castle and Shukkeien Garden, 
were reconstructed. In the center of the city a large park 
was built and given a name that would reflect the 
aspirations of the re-born city: Peace Memorial Park. 

Before the bomb, the area of what is now the Peace Park 
was the political and commercial heart of the city. For 
this reason, it was chosen as the pilot's target. Four years 
to the day after the bomb was dropped, it was decided 
that the area would not be redeveloped but instead 
devoted to peace memorial facilities.

The A-Bomb Dome, also known as the Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial, is what remains of the former Prefectural 
Industrial Promotion Hall. The building served as a 
location to promote Hiroshima's industries. When the 
bomb exploded, it was one of the few buildings to 
remain standing, and remains so today. A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, the A-Bomb Dome is a tangible 
link to Hiroshima's unique past.

Between the Museum and the A-Bomb Dome is the 
Cenotaph for the A-Bomb Victims. The Cenotaph is an 
arched tomb for those who died because of the bomb, 
either because of the initial blast or exposure to 
radiation. Below the arch is a stone chest holding a 
register of these names, of which there are over 220,000.

The Peace Memorial Museum is currently undergoing 
major renovations, during which only one of the 
museum's two buildings will be open to visitors and the 
number of exhibits will be reduced.

Universal suffrage was introduced and human rights were 
guaranteed. Japan was also forbidden to ever lead a war 
again or to maintain an army. Furthermore, Shinto and 
the state were clearly separated.

MacArthur also intended to break up power 
concentrations by dissolving the zaibatsu and other large 
companies, and by decentralizing the education system 
and the police. In a land reform, concentrations in land 
ownership were removed.

Especially during the first half of the occupation, Japan's 
media was subject to a rigid censorship of any anti-
American statements and controversial topics such as 
the race issue.

The co-operation between the Japanese and the Allied 
powers worked relatively smooth. Critics started to grow 
when the United States acted increasingly according to 
her self interests in the Cold War, reintroduced the 
persecution of communists, stationed more troops in 
Japan, and wanted Japan to establish an own self defence 
force despite the anti-war article in the constitution. 
Many aspects of the occupation's so called "reverse 
course" were welcomed by conservative Japanese 
politicians.

With the peace treaty that went into effect in 1952, the 
occupation ended. Japan's Self Defence Force was 
established in 1954, accompanied by large public 
demonstrations. Great public unrest was also caused by 
the renewal of the US-Japan Security Treaty of 1960.

After the Korean War, and accelerated by it, the recovery 
of Japan's economy flourished. The economic growth 
resulted in a quick rise of the living standards, changes in 
society and the stabilization of the ruling position of the 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), but also in severe 
pollution.

Japan's relations to the Soviet Union were normalized in 
1956, the ones to China in 1972.

The 1973 oil crisis shocked the Japanese economy which 
was heavily depended on oil. The reaction was a shift to 
high technology industries.
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Taisho and early Showa Period (1912 - 1945) 

During the era of the weak emperor Taisho 
(1912-26), the political power shifted from the 
oligarchic clique (genro) to the parliament and the 
democratic parties.

In the First World War, Japan joined the Allied 
powers, but played only a minor role in fighting 
German colonial forces in East Asia. At the 
following Paris Peace Conference of 1919, Japan's 
proposal of amending a "racial equality clause" to 
the covenant of the League of Nations was rejected 
by the United States, Britain and Australia. 
Arrogance and racial discrimination towards the 
Japanese had plagued Japanese-Western relations 
since the forced opening of the country in the 
1800s, and were again a major factor for the 
deterioration of relations in the decades preceeding 
World War 2. In 1924, for example, the US Congress 
passed the Exclusion Act that prohibited further 
immigration from Japan.

After WW1, Japan's economical situation worsened. 
The Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923 and the world 
wide depression of 1929 intensified the crisis.

During the 1930s, the military established almost 
complete control over the government. Many 
political enemies were assassinated, and communists 
persecuted. Indoctrination and censorship in 
education and media were further intensified. Navy 
and army officers soon occupied most of the 
important offices, including the one of the prime 
minister.

Already earlier, Japan followed the example of 
Western nations and forced China into unequal 
economical and political treaties. Furthermore, 
Japan's influence over Manchuria had been steadily 
growing since the end of the Russo-Japanese war of 
1904-05. When the Chinese Nationalists began to 
seriously challenge Japan's position in Manchuria in 
1931, the Kwantung Army (Japanese armed forces in 
Manchuria) occupied Manchuria.

In the following year, "Manchukuo" was declared an 
independent state, controlled by the Kwantung Army 
through a puppet government. In the same year, the 
Japanese air force bombarded Shanghai in order to 
protect Japanese residents from anti Japanese 
movements.

In 1933, Japan withdrew from the League of Nations 
since she was heavily criticized for her actions in China.

In July 1937, the second Sino-Japanese War broke out. A 
small incident was soon made into a full scale war by the 
Kwantung army which acted rather independently from 
a more moderate government. The Japanese forces 
succeeded in occupying almost the whole coast of China 
and committed severe war atrocities on the Chinese 
population, especially during the fall of the capital 
Nanking. However, the Chinese government never 
surrendered completely, and the war continued on a 
lower scale until 1945.

In 1940, Japan occupied French Indochina (Vietnam) 
upon agreement with the French Vichy government, and 
joined the Axis powers Germany and Italy. These actions 
intensified Japan's conflict with the United States and 
Great Britain which reacted with an oil boycott. The 
resulting oil shortage and failures to solve the conflict 
diplomatically made Japan decide to capture the oil rich 
Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) and to start a war with 
the US and Great Britain.

In December 1941, Japan attacked the Allied powers at 
Pearl Harbor and several other points throughout the 
Pacific. Japan was able to expand her control over a large 
territory that expanded to the border of India in the 
West and New Guinea in the South within the following 
six months.

The turning point in the Pacific War was the battle of 
Midway in June 1942. From then on, the Allied forces 
slowly won back the territories occupied by Japan. In 
1944, intensive air raids started over Japan. In spring 
1945, US forces invaded Okinawa in one of the war's 
bloodiest battles.

On July 27, 1945, the Allied powers requested Japan in 
the Potsdam Declaration to surrender 
unconditionally, or destruction would continue. 
However, the military did not consider surrendering 
under such terms, partially even after US military 
forces dropped two atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki on August 6 and 9, and the Soviet Union 
entered the war against Japan on August 8.

On August 14, however, Emperor Showa finally 
decided to surrender unconditionally.

Post War History (since 1945) 

After World War II had ended, Japan was devastated. 
All the large cities (with the exception of Kyoto), the 
industries and the transportation networks were 
severely damaged. A severe shortage of food 
continued for several years.

The occupation of Japan by the Allied Powers started 
in August 1945 and ended in April 1952. General 
MacArthur was its first Supreme Commander. The 
whole operation was mainly carried out by the United 
States.

Japan basically lost all the territory acquired after 
1894. In addition, the Kurile islands were occupied by 
the Soviet Union, and the Ryukyu Islands, including 
Okinawa, were controlled by the USA. Okinawa was 
returned to Japan in 1972, however a territorial 
dispute with Russia concerning the Kurile Islands has 
not been resolved yet.

The remains of Japan's war machine were destroyed, 
and war crime trials were held. Over 500 military 
officers committed suicide right after Japan 
surrendered, and many hundreds more were executed 
for committing war crimes. Emperor Showa was not 
declared a war criminal.

A new constitution went into effect in 1947: The 
emperor lost all political and military power, and was 
solely made the symbol of the state.


